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Number: 53196676 Excerpt: . . . 4 vigorate this Committees leadership in promoting sound research on these
impor-tant scientific questions. The prepared statement of Senator Snowe follows: REPARED TATEMENT OF ON
LYMPIA NOWE ENATOR FROM AINE P S H. O J. S, U. S. S M Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding this timely
hearing so that we can further understand the underlying science behind global climate variability from a
distin-guished group of internationally renowned scientists. Mr. Chairman, last spring, Maine had a first-of-its-
kind conference specifically to debate and discuss the impact of potential environmental climate change with
state, national and international experts. For two days, over 150 people explored many questions. Are we
leaving a human fingerprint on the Earths climate Why has the average temperature in Lewiston - where the
conference was held - increased 3. 4 degrees F. over the last century Are we in a race against an uncertainty
that none of us on this planet can afford to lose And, if so, what do we need to do to establish a sound scientific
basis for making state, regional, national, and international re-source management and economic and policy
decisions when considering global envi-ronmental change issues The answers to these questions are complex,
and our ap-proach to them must continue to be through research and thorough analysis of the research
results. It is important to continue to develop more accurate models led by common sci-entific research and
thought so we might better predict what the impacts will be on plants and animals - including ourselves - under
any changing climatic condi-tions. Concurrently, we must also evaluate the mitigation and adaptation
strategies under consideration by policy makers in response to increasing amounts of...
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