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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Studies in General History They say my Studies are
hard, and I am glad to hear it, for so in truth they should be, since history itself is hard. Our text-books in this
subject have been mostly manuals of the results of this study, presented in more or less attractive literary form.
They have given no chance for any genuine work; and yet the study of history demands most serious work; like
mathematics, it involves logic; like language, it demands analysis and fine discrimination of terms; like science,
it calls for exact observation; like law, it needs the cool, well-balanced judgment; beyond all these, it requires the
highest, fullest use of the sympathetic imagination. In fact, no study is more diJicult; none calls more
completely on all the mental powers, none aJords the mind more generous play. It is indeed easy to read and
then repeat: Magna Charta laid the foundation of English liberty ; The Athenian people were brave, patriotic,
magnanimous, and highly-cultured ; The government of Lewis XIV. was arbitrary, corrupt, unjust, extravagant ;
but to read, or even to learn such sentences as these by heart, is not to study, or even to touch the study of
history; these are mere statements of the results of historical research; before he can name his work study, the
pupil must have found out some results for himself, by exercising his own powers upon the necessary raw
material of history; let him read Magna Charta; let him see the Athenian people in action in their contemporary
world; let him have the facts of French organization and administration under Lewis XIV.; let him look, and
look...
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