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With that, well--Senator McCain, you said you did not want an opening statement. Senator McCain. Right.
Senator DeMint. Thank you. OK, with that, well start with Dr. Semerjian. Please provide a short summary of
your testimony. All of your testimonies will be submitted completely for the record. Thank you, sir. STATEMENT
OF DR. HRATCH G. SEMERJIAN, ACTING DIRECTOR, NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND TECHNOLOGY,
TECHNOLOGY ADMINISTRATION, DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE Dr. Semerjian. Thank you, Chairman DeMint
and Senator McCain. Im Hratch Semerjian, Acting Director of NIST. Thank you for this opportunity to testify as
part of this distinguished panel about NISTs homeland security efforts. Our history of supporting homeland-
and national-security efforts began shortly after NIST--National Bureau of Standards then, as you pointed out--
was founded, in 1901, and continues today with about 100 programs supported by approximately 60 million in
direct appropriations, augmented by significant funding support from other agencies, such as the Department
of Homeland Security and Department of Justice. Our research is coordinated with the Department of
Homeland Security through a Memorandum of Understanding that was signed in May of 2003. Shortly after
September 11, 2001, NIST building and fire experts joined teams of scientists and engineers in assessment of
how the Pentagon and the World Trade Center buildings were severely damaged or collapsed in the attacks.
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