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stolen our pencil. We use the word stolen advisedly we think: for
it had not been returned to its wonted niche in the desk: neither
had report been made as to its finding. We were much
concerned at its theft: and yet it had been one of the cheapest
variety, costing not over five cents. It had been purchased at the
hands of an ordinary street mendicant. Marketed by a pauper;
and stolen by a Chinaman. We have consulted the oracle since,
dear reader, and determined that, after all, that pencil did not
belong to us. It had come to us vitiated by the dust of poverty;
and had gone to the goal, in nowhere, only oriental travelers
with smelling-bottles dare venture upon. It had not been a
desirable possession at either end of its destiny. It had been
worse than nothing. We shouldn...
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