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Baptist Historical Society This volume completes the official records of the original General Baptists down to
1811. During the nineteenth century they issued their Minutes annually in print, and those whose interest has
been awakened will have little difficulty in following up the story. These volumes bring out clearly two points, as
to government and as to doctrine. The General Baptists inherited from the continental Anabaptists the system
of government which the Calvinists also adopted, and which has become so well known! as Presbyterian; a
system of graded courts all controlled by the General Assembly. A futile attempt was made by the Long
Parliament to force this on the Established Church, in the very years when the English General Baptists framed
their organization. By 1660 it broke down finally in the Establishment, by 1680 many General Baptists doubted
its wisdom, more challenged it in 1697, and despite brave assertions that Independence was dangerous, a
partial surrender was made in 1711. In practice the control has long been abandoned, but the old affinities
show themselves in that the General Baptists even to-day are on friendly terms with the survivors of the
Pasdobaptist Presbyterians of 1662. The Society of Friends, which at its origin was so closely related to the
General Baptists, and retained longer those peculiarities of attire, marriage, worship, and doctrine which were
common to both, does yet maintain a similar system of organization. And the records of its Quarterly and
Yearly meetings, dating from the same early period, deserve...
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